"Just because you need
to be fashionable doesn't
mean you can't have fun
dressing up,” says fashion
designer Mrunal Khimiji.
Anne Kurian meets the
young designer who
infuses streaks of fun into
her amazing designs.
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Mlamia's girl

"."-1}' mam's one of the sim p]i.-l.l_

people | know, She was the one

person on whom | tried all my fashion experimenis,
In Fact, 1 changed her rather simple beige, white and

meutril wardrabe to a more colourful one with all these

experiments. | owe a lot of my success to my mom. | have

f r ;*"i inhieriged a lot 1:||"||||:|' tri,!u.l::i'l.'ii:.' and talent from her”

Mru nal Khimji could easily pass off as a college

going voung lady... Bul thes spaghtly young woman B a
fashion designer with tons of panache. When you meet her for
the first time, what comes as a surprise B ber down-do-earth,
unpretentious atfitude: she has none of the airs (resd snaooty and
patronisingl that many designers can't help but exude. Instead,
she's an  exceptionally  frendly, open,
viacious person who simply boves 1o dress
people up. This is probakbdy wihvy cst of hes
clicnts cnd up being her friends boo.

This young fashion designer feom the up. | do
khimji clan (Mrunal s married o Hek
Khimiji, whio is Ajay Khirmji's son) has already
carved a fine niche for hersell in Murmdai,
India, and is now dressing up women in
tuscat in ensembles that are chic, elegant,
imtricately worked upon and todally trenchy,
For above all, she brings the fun back into dressing up. Munal’s
designs are best described as a blend of contermporariness and
ethnicity, class and bold streaks of fun.

drunal recently held her malden exhibition in Muscat, and it
witnessed a near stampede on day one (selil Needless 1o sy by
day tweo, there were just a hancful of designs left. Ohershelmed
by orders and rexquests for more such exhibitons, this designes
is working at a frenetic pace, which she thoroughly enpoys. As

"l like to infuse a lot
of fun into dressing

accessorising and
working on fabrics
and the clothes.”

wie o o peness sha is all set for her first major showing
at The Grand India Shaow In Touch with Fashion being
hedd in Dubai from October 28-31. Al Mar'a caught
up with Mrunal bor an informal chat at the Khimji
residence,

By petting batten by the -r'.'ﬂ.i.u,n{'r hup....

*I did my schooling at the Uttpal Sanghwvi School, in
Mumbai, India. After | completed my 10th standard,
my father fell that anm international exposure would be
pood for mae; my sister was already in the United States
pursuing her higher studies, Soon after, when my father
wils N 3 business trip o Switzerland, he heard about
the Institut Le Rosey, a boarding school that has two
carmpuses — Baolle for summer and spring and Cstaad
foar autumn and swinter. (incidentally, the schoal's alumni
inchude Aga Khan IV, Prince Edward, john Lennon's son
Sean and many more) He was very impressed by the
Institude and sent me there for further studies. It sure was
a great school: | learnt so much there and made some
rezally great friends.”

Tha imnate designer...

Whike | was at the Institut Le Rosey, | would advice my
friencls about what 1o wear and how b mix and maich
their garments, | knew | had a creative streak in me and
my mather, though not a designer is also an immensely
creative person. And she was a big infleence on me. |
actually wanted to take up theatre bat my mother comvinced
e thad designing was an option that suiled me betber since |
alrmachy had the inclination, From Switzerland | wont o MNeswy
Yk wwheere | joined the Fashion Institute of Technology and did
my graduation in pesellery designing. | still desipned clothes for
fricerady in Mo York because | mjn:.r_d |'||'_||I'Iﬂ_ it.

“After completing my degree, | joined Rosy Blue in NewYork;
they are the world's largest manufactuners of
dizmonids. | was working with them when one
oy | gt a call from home sayving that mry father
had fallen 6ll, 1 had sl WY frodm hicimee
for many vears and felt | should refurm, 5o 0
packed my bags and went back to Mumbal. In
India, | joined Rosy Blue's Mumbai office and
contimued o work for them el | got mareed
While | was at Bosy Blue, a friend and | stanied
designing clothes for clients. |t was more of a
habby for me then, although we had a tailoning
unit consisting of almost 200 tailors, We cater 1o clients from
India, the Gulf coamtries and also the West.®

this by

The turning paint,.,

“1 have always designed clothes for friends and relatives, though
I traimed in jewellery designing. | guess the tuming point (a shift
tor fashion designing) happened during a best friend’s wedding.
1w almost like the event manager for her wedding, and even
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andbags.”
3 frgprred "My country and calture, |
very street, Village and stage ha
ffer. | dont have o look elsewl
iresiving it adll mever g
raditional attire of & count ry.-Th
yling might change. bur the orad
ibways hold good.”
Ween e denigmen
aabyasch Mukheree: International — Vera Wang."

H time favourite colowrs: “Blue, black, white.”

S thare firle foole:

very simple outhit can make you look grear if
ol have the nght accessonies which could include

ery, handbags and foorwear.”
wsliioer o " Mot restricted, Have fan.”

onal garments will

Indizn — Tarun Tahiliani and

ACCessorise, ACCessonise, acoessonse!

designed  her whole wedding troassean

Right from her party wear o (he ensembles
far the formal pre-wedding events o her
and post-wedding attire, At the
a lob of people aked her about

wedding
widding,
her trowsseau and many of them couldn't
belieye that her best friend had chesigned
her whode wedding look. | movsd 1o fashion
thsigning from then on and luve been in
the fieled ewer since”

A sell=oul sucoess right away

“When | came fo Muscat after my wedding, a vear and a halil ago,
I got imwalved in hedping my hushand set wgp his business. 1t poolk

“Making clothes that
are fashionable and
yet give you a certain
element of joy when
you wear them, is
what | strive to do.”

igh & o] cheal of my time and 1 was busy for a
while. During that time | didn’t do much designing
bt it gave me a chance o meet a lot of ladies and
understand their tastes, My mothesin-law (whom
she fondly refers to as mom) then sugpested that
I should take up from where | had beit off and do
what | war traineed bo oo,

“wince | had god to know a lof of women
hore by then and ke what ihey swanted and
liked, | started desipning my initial collection
for Muscat, My first exhibition was held at our
nome i carly Septembser this vear. The collection
consiged of skins, kurtis (shoet! full-sleewved topsl,
tunics, salwar suits {fraditional Indian-Pakistani
attire), sarees and ready-bo-stitch Eabeics. And it
wiis o complede sell-out. The response was really
overwhelming! 'm wirking on petting my nex
collection ready now,*

A dt'hi;.;nl.'r and friend...

I don't want fo open a store and give my clicnts
the treatment one receives when one walks inta
a desigaer store, | prefer to spend time with
each of my clients and get to know them bettes
| need to know their lifestvle and their interests
as thizs helps me when designing a collection
of garminls tor them. This has been my giyle of
wirking even in India, I wsually meet my clients
by appointment and many of them end up
spending almost two hours with me. We don't
just discuss clothes and fashion but | also get to
be a part of my client’s life.,

“In Mumbai, somaetirmes | vaould have a clien
walking indo my home (where | met my elients) 1o
juist chill amd talk over a ¢ up of ¢ ofieseE o a real
They get a chance to forget all their worries and
troubdes a1 my place. This makes me feel good
tos. When | o havea store, i1l be different from
thie pesse.”

Diressing up i fun!

“I ket infuse a lod o Py inbo l.Irl."l‘%IrIH . I elcw
this Iy scceworising and working on fabrics and
the elothi=. | try to jazz up even the simples) of
falsrics, be it throwugh beads, siegjuins oF ermlanoidery

Stark, straight colours or designs ane not mmy shyle,

My clothses are all aboust hawing fun... | bry bo bring
the fun eberment back into dressing up, like when
Wil wiihe kaclsd

I ke all sowte af fahrics andd Cotours. "‘1“"”.":-

and matc hmg them is Ereal funry b, Anid n'mL-ng Clothes that ane

tashionable and vel give vou a certain element of |0 e you

wear them, is what | strive g0 do, Just becawse you peed 8o be
fashionable doesn't mean you can't have fun dressing up.”s
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